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PREFACE 
In May 1981, the Departments of Philosophy and Mathematics 
of Hunter College of The City University of New York sponsored 
a colloquium on Charles Sanders Peirce. The idea for the col- 
loquium was originally suggested by Provost Jerome B. Schneewind, 
who provided the funding, to celebrate the publication of The 
New Elements of Mathematics of Charles S. Peirce, edited by 
Carolyn Eisele, Emeritus Professor of Mathematics at Hunter. 
By honoring Peirce, the colloquium honored Professor Eisele, 
who has devoted many years to Peirce scholarship. 
As is well known, Peirce had many diverse intellectual in- 
terests, including mathematics, science, philosophy, and logic. 
The colloquium speakers illustrated this diversity. The four 
principal speakers were Professors Max Fisch, Hilary Putnam, 
Ernest Nagel, and Joseph Dauben. Professor Fisch, Peirce's 
biographer, discussed Peirce's place in the late-19th/early- 
20th-century intellectual community under the title, "Peirce's 
Place in American Life." Discussing "Peirce the Logician," 
Professor Putnam pointed out Peirce's influence on working math- 
ematicians interested in logic at the turn of the century, an 
influence, he argues, which was far greater than is popularly 
appreciated. Professor Nagel discussed "Peirce's Place in 
Philosophy," dwelling especially on his development of the 
theory of inquiry. Professor Dauben, under the title, "Peirce's 
Place in Mathematics," discussed how Peirce's conception of 
infinity differed from that of his European contemporaries, 
especially Dedekind and Cantor. 
Appropriately, to conclude the colloquium, Professor Eisele 
herself gave a response. Her remarks were devoted to the theme 
which has become principal over her years of Peirce scholarship-- 
the need to understand and appreciate Peirce's mathematics, not 
only the methodology but the substantive mathematical concerns, 
in order to understand his philosophy. Professor Eisele was 
introduced by Professor Kenneth L. Ketner, who had worked with 
her in organizing the First International Peirce Congress in 
Amsterdam in 1976. Professor Ketner noted especially how 
Eisele's stress on mathematics had influenced him to look at 
Peirce's existential graphs. 
The colloquium, then, brought together scholars who not 
only could illustrate the diversity of Peirce but who had 
personal acquaintence with Carolyn Eisele. It seemed appro- 
priate that the papers be published. Since, as Professor Dauben 
pointed out, 1982 marks Carolyn Eisele's eightieth birthday, 
what better form could such a publication take than as a Fest- 
schrift for her on this auspicious occasion? Having worked 
closely with Carolyn as organizer of the Hunter College Peirce 
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Colloquium, I am confident that her drive and zeal to promulgate 
further the view that understanding Peirce's mathematics is in- 
dispensable to understanding his whole philosophy will bring 
her to many more birthdays. 
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